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The story of your search 

For this project, Ashleigh and I were assigned the topic heroes of the holocaust. We 

didn’t know of many heroes to choose from but we had heard something about a lady named 

Irena Sendler. We decided to do our project on her so we did a lot of research.  

Ashleigh and I really didn’t really know much about Irena Sendler. All we knew was that 

she was a hero because she had saved many babies and young children during the holocaust. We 

didn’t really know how she had saved them or anything else about it, so we had to do lots or 

research. Before we researched, we had to come up with questions on what we wanted to look 

for. We had simple questions like “How did Irena save the babies and children?” “Did she have 

any help?” “How many babies and children did she save?” and “Where did she keep the kids 

after she saved them?”. To find all the answers to these questions, we had to use many search 

engines. We couldn’t use just one because there was never enough information on just one site. 

Ashleigh and I had to use different computers for even more information. While Ashleigh looked 

for the answer to one question, I would look for the answer to the other. While finding the 

answers to the questions, we also found a lot more information about her which helped us out 

more for the project.  

After all of our research, we did find the answers to all of our questions. It was still a 

little hard to use some of the information we found because almost every website had different 

information. When we found all the different answers to one of the questions, we would choose 

the answer on the most reliable site. If there wasn’t a reliable website, we would choose the 

answer that appeared the most. We only had a couple questions that came up with multiple 

answers so it wasn’t too much of an issue. I think the hardest question to find an answer to was 

“Did she have any help?”. We ended up finding the answer but it took us a couple days.  

Another thing that took us a long time to find was the names of all the babies and 

children Irena had saved. We went to multiple sites but we didn’t find anything for a while. It 

took us a couple days to find what we had been looking for. Once we found the names we 

immediately wrote down the site so we wouldn’t forget it. After we had all the names, that’s 

when Ashleigh and I had come up with our project idea!  

For our project, we decided to make models of the ways she use to save the babies and 

children. The finish product would be a group of models that symbolize how Irena Sendler was a 

hero of the holocaust.  
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What you learned 

Ashleigh and I came into this project with a lot of questions and not a lot of answers 

about Irena Sendler. We had to sit down for a few days and research as much as we could about 

her. The more the information we could find, the better our project will end up being. All of the 

sitting down and researching paid off. We found plenty of information on how she had saved so 

many babies and children’s lives. We found all the answers to our questions. 

Irena Sendler was born on February 15, 1910 and died on May 12, 2008. She worked as a 

nurse in an underground resistance movement during the holocaust. Not only was she a nurse, 

but she was also the head of the children’s section of the movement. Her goal and motivation 

was to smuggle and save as many babies and children as she could from the ghettos. Even 

though she was the most recognized of all, she wasn’t saving them alone. She was assisted by 

some two dozen other members of the resistance movement. Since Irena was the head of the 

children’s section, she had to plan out every strategy on how to save the kids. Her plans were 

very successful and made her a hero. Altogether, Irena Sendler helped save about 2,500 babies 

and children from the ghettos. To smuggle them safely, she would arrive in a truck with a dog in 

the back. When the SS weren’t paying attention, she would go to all the families who had 

children and shed hope they’d turn their kids over to her. After they did, she would put the 

smaller babies in tool boxes and the bigger children in potato sacks. When she had as many kids 

as she could get, she would put the sacks and tool boxes with children in the back of her truck. 

Most of the time the babies would scream and cry, but the dog she brought along would drown 

out the noise. This strategy of hers worked so well that she ended up saving a lot of lives over 

time.  

After Irena smuggled the babies and children, she would drive to an orphanage where the 

kids would be staying. She made sure it was far away from the ghetto they were saved from. She 

gave all the kids false identities then turned them over to the orphanage. Even though she had 

given them new identities, she still wanted to keep records of their real names. The purpose of 

this was so when the holocaust was over, she could return them back to their families. To keep 

record, she wrote down all of the names of the kids she saved and she put them in some jars. 

After she was done, she went over to her friend’s house and buried the jars underneath an apple 

tree.  

All of this information that we found on Irena gave us a lot of really good ideas for our 

project! Since Ashleigh and I wanted to have a group of symbols as our project, we decided that 

we needed an old tool box, potato sacks, a baby, some jars with names, and a way to bury the 

jars under an apple tree and still see them. Writing down all the names to put in the jars took a 

little longer than expected, but we eventually got it done. To bury the jars under the tree wasn’t 

really that hard. All we did was buy a little fish tank, set the jars against one side so you can still 

see them when its filled with dirt, then we poured the dirt in the tank. To make them buried 

under an apple tree, we painted a big apple tree on a piece of cardboard. Painting the whole tree 
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took us a couple days. After we got the jars and apple tree figured out, we had to think of what to 

do for the rest of the project. So we had to find a baby, a potato sack, and an old tool box. When 

we found it all, we wrapped up the baby and set it in the tool box and we filled the potato sack to 

make it look as if there was a child in it. Aside from the symbols, we also wanted a couple 

pictured of her to set with the project. So we reached for a couple good pictures and printed them 

out. Making a frame so they could stay up on their own took a while, until we searched a way to 

make them. Once we had everything done, we put it all together and it came out very nice.  

 

Your reflection on the search 

 This project taught me quite a bit about conducting research. As I was researching, I 

came across a lot of websites that were both good and bad. I learned that even though you think 

you found the answer to your search question, its best to search it on a couple other websites too. 

You might come up with the same answers or different ones. If you come up with different 

answers, the best thing to do would be to take the answer on the most reliable source. This 

experience also taught me that there is a lot of information on almost every subject on the 

internet. I had to pick out the information that was good and bad. There was a lot of information 

that was irrelevant to my project so I had to really look for what I needed. Choosing the right 

information is important so you won’t have unneeded information in whatever you’re doing. 

Adding extra information can make things more boring sometimes. When I researched, I only 

looked for the answers to the questions Ashleigh and I had. I skimmed past everything else and 

only paid attention to what I needed. And it worked very well.  

 

 


