
Kristallnacht and Religion 

 

*Knock Knock* They crash into your home and before you can run, or call for help, they 

snatch you up. They take you, your family, and destroy your entire house. The only 

reason they have for coming in and doing all of this is because you are Jewish. This day 

was known as Kristallnacht. I knew about Kristallnacht prior to my research but I mainly 

knew that Jews were captured and taken to prison camps. I wanted to learn more about 

how many people were affected in this rampage, who did it and why. I can't imagine the 

sight or the feeling of terror those innocent victims had. The cities were demolished and I 

Wonder why. Did this all occur because of religion? Religion is just a need for hope. It 

makes everyone around the world be prepared for after life which no ones knows truly 

exist, all it does is start conflict.  

The sources I started with were initially starting with the internet. Google has everything, 

it is that simple, but I wanted a better look at everything. All views and aspects from as 

many people as I could. The news is always talking about violence but never seem to 

reach out to the hidden religious wars. Think about it, If you told a believer in Christ your 

thoughts, do you think they will look at you the same? I have witnessed this first-hand 

almost every week. Everyone, everyday gets judged on what other people witness them 

doing. One person wakes up, goes to church, and is considered a good person. Another 

person wakes up, goes to church, and is looked at the same but, no one knows that he got 

drunk, did drugs, and had sex the night before. A third person wakes up, doesn't go to 

church because he doesn't believe in God and is viewed by the local community as a bad 



person. So why did the Jewish community get abused and punished if we are all different 

people with the same sins. 

My research took about 3 weeks total including my Kristallnacht project. Not only did 

part of my research occur for electronics, websites, and news but, it also came from social 

media. Not main stream social media but from peers and a variety of people from age 16 

to age 60.I wouldn't have considered it an interview, just a discussion about religion and 

their thoughts. I would ask them how they compared and contrasted religion. Not only 

did I ask them about religion but the topic of religious wars was brought up in almost 

every occasion without me having to bring it up. It is a hidden war that is being fought 

and not letting us become one world as a whole. When I was in the library I searched 

many different stories I have heard involving religion. It's crazy how "Religious" these 

people are when they are mad. They seemed to completely disregard and neglect their 

way of life and act in violence defending their dedication to this man they don't know but 

is promising them so much. All of these stories of violence I researched were subjected to 

one fire starter, religion. 

I understand that my research is supposed to be about Kristallnacht but also in a way that 

fits to my personal life. At first, I was going to chose the topics revolving around having 

things or people taken away from you without say but then I got to looking at the big 

picture. It's all forming around one thing, Religion. Kristallnacht happened because of a 

seventeen year old polish Jew by the name of Herschel Grynszpan. He allegedly 

assassinated a German diplomat named Ernst Vom Rath. The Nazi regime decided to 

blame his religious views on why he committed the crime and punished the entire Jewish 



community. This is like punishing all dogs because one dog attacked the President. That 

is why I chose to write about Religion. 

Back in the 15th century the European wars of religion were brought around by the onset 

of Protestant Reformation. "It failed because of the intense opposition of the aristocracy, 

who slaughtered up to 100,000 of the 300,000 poorly armed peasants and farmers. The 

survivors were fined and achieved few if any of their goals. The war consisted, like the 

preceding Bundschuhmovement and the Hussite Wars, of a series of both economic and 

religious revolts in which peasants and farmers, often supported by Protestant clergy, 

took the lead." They murdered innocent people because of their thoughts and the higher 

power would dominate. We have been separated and divided among this evil world since 

the 15th century just because of different views and these views are brought to the 

younger generation from our elders. There is so much evil and hatred because that's how 

they were raised. 

I recently came across a facebook page entitled "Religion is just a fight over who has the 

better imaginary friend..." Things like this are spreading, more and more people are 

opening their eyes and realizing what is going on in the world but are voiceless, why? 

When any superior asks you if you are a christian you reply "Yes." Because they will 

have a mindset that you are a good person. Why can't people just say, "Yes, I am a good 

person but I don't have a religion." Everyone around the wold needs to stand up and have 

a voice. If you have a religion and believe and everything is working out for yourself, 

then good for you, but when you start judging other for not following a certain religion 

and view them differently is when their is an issue. What makes you better? Not only is it 

offensive to many people but It goes against religious rules as well. 



If one believes in their certain religion then they should abide by their rules. Let's take the 

bible for example. People live by the bible and agree with everything in it. In the bible it 

states, more or less, gays are shunned. Now a days people are changing the words of the 

bible. The bible has been altered and ignored in some areas. Believers say "God accepts 

gays now." Ummm what? How can you just alter the book your religion lives by? In my 

eyes, the only thing that makes God real is the only thing that makes Spiderman real, 

paper with words on it. No human being should be abused by other because of their 

religious views. The mass killing of Jews was just a way to try and extort their beliefs. 

I read that a 16 year old High school student, Mathew LaClair, recorded his 

teacher,David Paszkiewics, during class and the teacher was heard telling the class they 

were all dinosaurs aboard Noah's arc and that there is no scientific basis for evolution or 

the Big Bang theory of the origin of the Universe. The student was later harassed by the 

teacher and bullied him. Even though the teacher was Catholic he proceeded to dismantle 

Mathew's views on religion. The teacher told the students if you don't believe in Jesus 

that you belong in Hell. Mathew ended up losing the case and his voice was silenced. All 

he was doing was stating his opinion and was being abused by a teacher because he didn't 

believe in the same religion. 

I am connecting this certain occasion to my 3D project. The Nazi regimes came to Jewish 

communities and dismantled them by taking away their beliefs, housing, and families. 

That is why in my project we had everything damaged and broken. Houses on fire, 

Synagogues blown to pieces. Not only did they take them out of their homes but also 

demolished everything they owned, just because they were Jewish. When Kristallnacht 

occurred over 30,000 Jews were taken from everything they had because of their beliefs.  



All religion does is lead to "hope" and violence. It makes people think illogical thoughts 

over another human being. Everyone is subjected to their own opinion, right or wrong, 

and should not be viewed differently. Religion is a secret way for the government to keep 

the ordinance of human kind alive. The world does revolve on religion and what people 

do day to day. Religious books state what people should and shouldn't do, we let it 

control our lives. It's hard to explain and hard to understand, but look at it this way, If you 

want freedom then why are you living a life others want you to live? Religion leads to 

hatred and keeps people separated and this world will never grow until we learn to accept 

others beliefs. 

 

Reflections on my search 

Doing the research I had to get into a deep conversation with every person. It was really 

hard to explain and understand everyone's views. I had difficulty trying to type up the 

views and write about how people felt. Everyone feels the same but no one exerts their 

voice. I took a different route on this research paper and went towards the whole big 

picture and why any of this is even occurring. It has been around since day one and 

people hate others because of their opinions. Religion has been one of the biggest reasons 

for war and conflict but no one has opened their eyes to realize it because they are stuck 

on the things that look more dangerous like guns, bombs. Words can do just as much 

damage.  

 


